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  STELA VIORICA

                 19 Golden Star

                Irvine, CA 92122

                 (714) 293-9027  

        stella.viorica@sbcglobal.net

Stela Viorica is a former principal dancer with National Ballet of Romania.  She is a graduate of the National Academy of Ballet in Bucharest and has had the privilege to be privately coached by Maestro Umrihin, a teacher from the Vagonova Institute.  During her career as a professional dancer, Ms. Viorica toured extensively with the National Ballet of Romania throughout Europe, and has been featured in various principal roles in both classical and contemporary ballets such as Giselle, Romeo and Juliet, Copelia, La fille mal garde, and Swan Lake among many others.  

After traveling extensively throughout Europe, Ms. Viorica relocated to California in 1985 where she is now an America citizen.  She began to extend her work into choreography, staging, teaching and coaching.  As Stella Dance Company’s residential Choreographer since 1990, Ms. Viorica has created seven full-length productions such as Alice and Wonderland, Mary Poppins, A Christmas Carol, Open Audition, as well as numerous other works, including Black and White in 1994 to celebrate the opening of Hoag Hospital’s Cancer Research Center.  She received the special award-Outstanding Choreographer –at the prestigious Grand Prix Ballet Competition in 2000 in Long Beach and at the Festival of Dance in Laguna Beach in 2003.

Acknowledging the importance of developing the next generation of artists and their audience, she has presented free educational arts outreach performances to thousands of children in Orange County since 1990.  In addition, Ms. Viorica has twice been a guest speaker for the Orange County Performing Arts Center Dance Alliance.    

Ms. Viorica believes that art nourishes the soul.  Her work is about emotional renewal.  She challenges audiences to react, reminding them, often with gentle irony to value life’s gifts as well as foibles.  Being able to choreograph in diverse styles from pure classical to modern allows her to appeal to a wide range of tastes.  She has no interest in creating endless repetitions of the same themes or musical genres.  Her catholic music tastes include Classical, East Indian, Japanese, Romanian, Irish, New Age, Traditional, Iranian and Turkish music. 

Ms.Viorica strives to offer students the highest quality of dance instruction.  Under her guidance her students have gone on to be awarded scholarships at world renowned training programs such as the National Ballet of Canada, the Boston Ballet, the Joffrey Ballet, Houston Ballet, the Kirov Ballet School in Washington D.C, the San Francisco Ballet, Pacific North West Ballet, among others and have competed in Varna, Bulgaria.

Her goal is to promote, preserve and de-mystify the art of dancing in the community, to provide a training ground for aspiring professional dancers, and to be a resource for education and entertainment in Orange County.  

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

1988-present

Artistic Director, Stella Dance Academy and The Ballet 



Montmartre

*Designed, constructed, implemented and oversaw all programs, personnel and systems for a professionally recognized school of classical ballet.

· Manage a staff of 10 teachers

· 300 students with a professional training program and a Company of 20 selected dancers

· Annual audition and recruitment of Company members throughout Orange County

· Fundraising-solicitation, in-person calls, grant proposals for Corporate, Foundation and Individual giving

· Event design and management-fundraisers, performances, lecture/demonstrations and festivals

· Community Outreach programs-lecture/demonstration performances throughout the Newport-Mesa and Santa Ana school districts exposing thousands of children to the arts

· Evaluations and counseling with parents and students

2000-2001

· Coached USA Olympic ice skating champion Sascha Cohen

1988-1989 Teacher, Long Beach Ballet

· Selected to teach Company class and school curriculum

1987-1988 Teacher, Jimmie De Fore’s Dance Studio

· Taught advanced ballet technique and pointe classes

1982-1985 National Ballet of Romania

· Taught Company classes as a regular substitute for Ballet Master

CHOREOGRAPHY 1990-2005 

Full Length Productions ( Original Choreography)
*A Christmas Carol( 1996-2003) Robert B. Moore Theatre, Orange Coast College, Irvine       


Barclay Theatre, Plummer Auditorium

*Alice in Wonderland (1994 &2004) Irvine Barkley Theatre

* Carnival in Venice (2003) Irvine Barclay Theatre

*Circus (2004) Irvine Barclay Theatre

*Mary Poppins (1997) Norman B. Loats Theatre, Newport Beach

*The Nutcracker (1990-1994) Norman B. Loats Theatre, Newport Beach, 


Irvine Barclay Theatre

*Encore (1995) Irvine Barclay Theatre

*A Christmas Wish (1995&1996) University High School Performing Arts Theatre and      
Norman B. Loats Theatre, Newport Beach

*Open Audition (1993) Irvine Barclay Theatre

*Sunday in the Park (1992) South Coast Repertory Theatre

Staging the Classics

*La Bayadere (2005) Laguna Beach Arts Theatre

*Sleeping Beauty (2004) Plummer Auditorium

* Don Quixote (2003) Robert B. Moore Theatre, Orange Coast College

*Paquita (2002) Robert B. Moore Theatre, Orange Coast College

* Coppelia (1993) Norman B. Loats Theatre, Newport Beach

Single Works (partial list)

*Hymn (2005) Festival of Children, Costa Mesa

* Cathedral (2004) Irvine Barclay Theatre

* Spanish Suite (2003) Orange County Performing Arts Center

*The End of Summer (2003) Laguna Beach Dance Festival

* Apple (1999) Youth American Grand Prix, Long Beach

*Masquerade (1998) Norman B. Loats Theatre, Newport Beach

*River of Time (1995) Irvine Barclay Theatre

*Black and White (1994) Choreographed for Hoag Hospitals Cancer Center Opening

*Estudiantina (1994) Founders Hall, Orange County Performing Arts Center

*Can-Can (1993) Irvine Barclay Theatre

*Circus (1992) Curtis Theatre, Brea

*Dance Macabre (1992)Arts on the Green

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS AND PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS       

1989-present                     

· Travels throughout Newport-Mesa and Santa Ana 

school districts and at various community events lecturing on the art of dance 

1994 and 1990                  

· Orange County Performing Arts Center Dance Alliance

                               Guest Speaker

· Guest Appearances and interviews on Romanian National 

 Television

1990-present

· Member of the Orange County Arts Organization

OUTREACH ACTIVITES

1990-present                        Director of Outreach Activities

· Exposed thousands of children and adults to the arts throughout the Newport Mesa and Santa Ana School districts and at various festivals free of charge through lecture/demonstration 

Outreach continued

1990-present

performances at Mariners School, Anderson School, Harbor View Elementary School, Cook Elementary, Good Shepard Preschool, Whittier Elementary, Corona  del Mar High School, The Newport Beach French Festival, Twila Reed School, Wilson School, Segerstrom Hall Invitational Festival, the Imagination Celebration at Founders Hall, The Festival of Children at South Coast Plaza and numerous others.


